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THE ANALYST’S ANNUAL NOTE BOOE, 1875, EDITED BY S. W. RICE.“ 

THIS little manual contains in a portable form a number of collected articles on the 
analysis of a variety of substances, and, while it may be of use for reference to chemists 
in general, it will be found of most value to those who have not the time or the 
opportunity for consulting Chemical Journals as they are published. 

compilation of papers which have already been published, but 
it contains much valuable information on the analysis of such substances as bread, butter, 
milk, tea, citric acid, water, wine, &c. 

While appreciating the discriminating care with which Mr. Rich has made his 
selection, we cannot but express our regret that his regard for the ethics of journalism 
has not suggested to him the propriety of stating in each case the source to which he is 
indebted for the article he publishes, and also of indicating in which instances (if in any) 
an article is reproduced in its entirety, and in which it is merely an arbitrary abstract. 

It is, of course, only 

We will explain what we mean by an example or two. 
More than six pages are devoted to a paper by professor Wank lp ,  on the 

‘( Detection of Alum in Bread.” 
No intimation is given that this is merely an abstract, and no acknowledgment is 

made of the fact that these six pages are “cribbed” from the published volume of 
‘‘ The Proceedings of the Society o f  Public Analysts.” We must refer those who wish 
to read the whole of the paper to that volume. 

Precisely the same remark applies to a paper. (‘ On taking the melting point of Butter, 
by Dr. Tripe, which is taken from the same source without any acknowledgment, and 
cut down at  the will of the compiler. 

A very valuable paper on Butter Analysis by Xr. Angell, is treated in the same 
way-emasculated, and inserted with no acknowledgment of’ the source from which it 
is taken. 

A paper by Nr. W. C. Young, on the Volumetric estimation of Chlorides in the 
presence of Alkaline Phosphates, is treated with the same unfairness, as also is a paper 
by Dr. Redwood, on ‘‘ The Analysis of ?&ilk,” one by Dr. Stevenson, on The decompo- 
sition of Milk,” one by Mr. Allen, on ‘‘ The Adulteration of Tartaric and Citric Acids,” 
as well as Nr. Wiper’s exhaustive paper on (( Tea,” and Dr. DuprB’s valuable essay on 
“ The Natural Constituents of Wine.” 

The only thing that can be said in palliation of this wholesale system of appropri- 
ation, is that our compiler has been fairly unfair all round. 

To amateur chemists and those only desiring to obtain a smattering of the subjects 
treated of, this book will be useful. 

To the numerous chemists who posses the ‘‘ Proceedings of The Society of Public 
Analysts,” it will appear to a great extent a recliaufi! of that work, and to those 
chemists who, not having already read the papers in question, have a wish t o  study 
them with a view to actual manipulation, we need hardly point out the wisdom of their 
possessing themselves of the papers in their entirety, with the discussions which in 
most cases ensued. 

We wish this little compilation all the success it deserves; but we would suggest to 
Mr. Rich, that he would be no loser, and his readers would be gainers, if in his next 
issue he were to frankly acknowledge to what sources he is indebted for his articles, and, 
where they are abstractions, if he would mention the fact, and state by whom they have 
been abstracted. Chemists mould then know what value to attach to the abstractions 
as faithfully representing the views of the respective authors. 

+BUTLER & TANNER, Frome. 
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